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President's Message


Do hope you all had a very enjoyable
Christmas and New Year's season.


Now that 1986 is here the Society will be
facing new challenges and, with your help, we hope
to accomplish our goals.


Firstly, if we are to continue issuing a
newsletter it must be improved. This will require
input from all our members and you will, in the
near future on a random basis, be receiving requests
for items of interest for publication. Secondly, our
annual flower show will be taking place in April
and it is not too early to start grooming your plants.
Again we are hoping for greater participation in this
event. It is our hope and our goal for '86 that every
active member will have at least one entry in the
show.


More contributions are needed for the plant
sales table at our monthly meetings as well as at the
annual show.


As Co-Show Chairman I will be asking for
your help in the varied areas of responsibility. I am
hoping to pull in some of the members who have
been too reticent to volunteer.


We look forward to a very active year and,
with your co-operation, one that will be beneficial
to all our members.


Remember the deadline for your
subscription to the AGGS is Sunday, January 12th.
Subscriptions received after that date will be
returned for your personal submission.


REGARDS,


PROGRAMME


JUDGING & GROOMING
OF PLANTS
By Eleanor Elston


JANUARY 12
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THE FOLLOWING IS EXCERPTED FROM THE 1957 PUBLICATION OF "AFRICAN VIOLETS,
GLOXINIAS AND THEIR RELATIVES" BY HAROLD E. MOORE, JR. FOR THE BENEFIT
OF THOSE OF US WHO ARE NOT TOO FAMILIAR WITH THE VARIOUS PARTS OF OUR
GESNERIADS.
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If you wish to trade varieties of
gesneriads, contact your editor at
259-1224 and she will list your
'wantings'.


wanted:


Norma Ward, Editor of tho Gold Coast
Gesneriad Chapter has queried whether any of our
members would be willing to share any of the
following:


SMITHIANTHA:
S. fulgida x S. zebrina 1958 
1961-Wisley RHS int. 1962


Green leaf 
 'Abbey’
'Vespers'
'Cloisters' 
'Cathedral' 
'Matins'


Mottled leaf  
'Santa Barbara' 
'Carmel'
'Santa Clara'
'San Gabriel'
'Capistrano'.


If you are able to fill any part of her
request, please write to her at:


5061 Cleveland Rd.,
Delray Beach, Fl. 33445


**************


THE BAD PLANTS


Some of our members may have received
as Christmas gifts non-gesneriad plants and a word
of warning may be in order in case you have small
children about.


There are several houseplants which
contain substances that can cause harm, even loss
of life, to humans and animals if the leaves are
handled or ingested.


The Dieffenbachia (Dumb Cane) can cause
severe burning and swelling of the throat tissues.
This plant has large leaves which are variously
mottled, spotted, streaked or patterned with white,
cream, yellow or chartreuse against dark green.


Crown of Thorns and Christmas Poinsettia
can cause severe skin irritations and, if ingested,
vomiting and diarrhea.


Caladium (Elephant's Ear) ingestion will
cause a painful burning sensation in the throat and
will result in the windpipe being blocked. There
are dozens of different coloured leaf types of this
plant -- variegated, veined, streaked or combining
in some form at least two colours.


Holly and Mistletoe can cause stupor,
convulsions and coma.


Oleanders are sweet-scented but the milky
juice from any part of this plant is poisonous and a
single leaf eaten could be lethal.


The Philodendron will grow in the least
lighted corner of your room but it too is poisonous.
An added bonus to growing gesneriads -- they are
not injurious!
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 10, No. 2   February 1986


President's Message


This year marks our 10th Anniversary as a
society, and it has been suggested by Ron Myhr, our
Founding Father- that we do something to celebrate
the occasion. One suggestion is that we invite a
speaker and have a very special meeting in October.
This will be discussed with the executive
committee and, if approved, will be presented at the
March meeting.


I am sorry I will not be chairing the meeting
of February 9th due to the fact that I will be
manning our booth at the Garden Festival.
However, our Vice-President, Shirley Irvine, will be
on hand to do the honours.


Best Wishes,


PROGRAMME


EPISCIAS
By Betty Tapping


FEBRUARY 9


SLIDE PRESENTATION 
By Gordon Wick


MARCH 9


ANNUAL SHOW


APRIL12 &13


GARDENING UNDER LIGHTS
By Monte Watler


MAY 4 







The Toronto Gesneriad Society


PRESIDENT:
Monte Watler, 240 Burnhamthorpe Road, Islington, Ont. M9B 1Z5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233-6664
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT:
Shirley Irvine, 122 Munroe Blvd, Willodale, Ont. M2P 2C7, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 447-7780
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT:
Marion DesRoches, 139 Gordon Road, Willowdale, Ont. M2P 1E6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444-3530
TREASURER:
Charles Reeves, 183 Calvington Drive, Downsview, Ont. M3M 2M8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244-5720
RECORDING SECRETARY:
Betty Wangenheim, 38 Preston Road, Toronto, Ont. M6E 1Y7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 782-2516
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:
Fred Parker, 14 Demsey Crescent, Willowdale, Ont. M2L 1Y5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 447-1455
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
Marilyn Westell, 333 Sheppard Ave. E., Willowdale, Ont. M2N 3B3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  221-8862
PAST PRESIDENT:
Betty Tapping, 1503-511 The West Mall, Etobicoke, Ont. M9C 1G5 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621-1549
MEMBERS AT LARGE:
Richard Moore, 25 Princess Margaret Blvd., Islington, Ont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239-0942
Norman Quillman, 55 Elmfield Cr. Scarborough, Ont. M1V 2Y5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292-4968
PLANT SALES TABLE:
Lucille Goodin, 65 Forest Manor Rd. Apt.1506, Willowdale, Ont. M2J 1M5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 491-6132
Ting Quillman, 55 Elmfield Cr. Scarborough, Ont. M1V 2Y5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292-4968
ARCHIVIST:
Inez Wolfe, Apt. 207, 2 Royal York Rd., New Toronto, Ont. M8V 2S6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259-1224
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Inez Wolfe, Apt. 207, 2 Royal York Rd., New Toronto, Ont. M8V 2S6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259-1224
LIAISON OFFICER (AGGS):
Eleanor Elston, Apt. 18, 4 Superior Ave., Toronto, Ont. M8V 2M4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255-1544
LIAISON OFFICER (CIVIC GARDEN CENTRE):
Hal Price, 237 Melrose Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M5M 1Y9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489-5543
SOCIAL CONVENER
Ruth Lemay, 51 Marowyne Drive, Willowdale, Ont. M2J 2A6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 497-8017
Susan Smith, 243 Oak Park Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4C 4N4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421-5390
WELCOMING CHAIRMAN:
Betty Tapping, 1512-511 The West Mall, Etobicoke, Ont. M9C 1G5 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621-1549


Officers and Committee Heads


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of The American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society and
publishes this newsletter monthly except for July and August. Membership fees are as follows: Individual
Membership $10.00 per year. Joint Membership (two persons - one mailing) $15.00 per year. All members
are also invited to join the AGGS, the parent society (membership fee $10.00 per year which includes the
bi-monthly magazine, The Gloxinian). Address enquiries to The Membership Secretary, Ellen M. Todd,
P.O. Box 493, Beverly Farms, MA 01915, USA


Page 2







SOME POINTS ON JUDGING
By Eleanor Elston


Let's start with several questions.
Why have a show? 
Why enter it?
Why have it judged?


Holding a show is a good opportunity to
work together. It provides a public display of
some of the most interesting and beautiful plants
there are. It serves as an educational vehicle as we
present well grown, accurately labelled plants.


Entering a show allows you to learn, as
you follow the schedule and advice given both at
meetings and upon entering. It provides a good
variety of gesneriads for the public.


Having a show judged helps to improve
the quality of the plants we grow. As we observe
the results of the judging of our entries and the
rest of the exhibits in the show, our standards are
raised. It's a great learning experience.


Since the gesneriad family is so varied,
let's look at it in groups according to how they
grow.


TUBEROUS in flower.
Most frequently shown are the Sinningias


from the large S. speciosa to the compact types
such as S. 'Tom Thumb' right on down to S.
pusilla. Chrysothemis and Nautilocalyx come
under this section but are less well known. When
showing the S. speciosa  judges look for a strong
stem, supporting healthy foliage of a good colour
and blossoms held up well. If your plant has
become a little too tall and has lost a little of its
vigour, you can often give it a new lease on life or
even last minute "first aid" by the following
method:


(IMPORTANT; Note this operation is to
be done when the plant is limp, i.e. before
watering, as it must be pliable to prevent
breakage).


Take plant out of the pot and loosen the
rootball a little. Next turn it like a ball of yarn,
wrapping the spindly stem around the rootball.
Centre the main stem in the ball of earth in your
hand and then repot adding a little fresh soil as
needed. Remember to keep your tuber close to the
surface of the soil. Many growers like to keep the
top of the tuber just barely showing.


The smaller varieties have slightly
different needs. Tiny ones such as S. pusilla need
humidity and may be shown to best advantage in
a protective container such as a rosebowl. A piece
of Saran Wrap, inconspicuously stretched across
the top, protects your exhibit from draughts and
dry air. Make several pinholes to prevent
condensation.


With all Sinningias it is important to
groom them before entering. That means you
carefully remove all evidence of spent blooms and
older fading leaves. With the tiny ones always use
small, sharp scissors to remove spent blossom
stems; never pull them or you will pull the whole
top off. If possible, show as a single crown.
Multiple crowns are permitted; however, if two
entries are equal in size, quality and quantity of
bloom, the one growing from a single crown
would most likely score higher.


(Contd next page)
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SOME POINTS ON JUDGING (Contd)


RHIZOMATOUS. This group contains many
favourites.


Achimenes. These are generally trailing
and may be shown in a hanging basket or elevated
on a block for display. A good entry would be one
you had started with quite a few rhizomes to make
a nice full pot. Several months before a show you
may take cuttings of approximately 2" and root
them to make an even fuller pot. Terminal
pinching of many gesneriads causes more growth.
Some varieties such as A.'Pulchella Jr.' and A.
'Tiny Blue' grow in an upright manner. Don't show
unless there is a balance of bloom all around the
pot.


Trim all evidence of spent blooms and
marked or drying leaves. Don't ever let your
Achimenes dry out or "curtains"--instant
dormancy.


To be continued next month -
Other rhizomatous and the large fibrous group.


If you wish to trade varieties of
gesneriads, contact your editor at
259-1224 and she will list your
'wantings'.


wanted:


Eleanor Elston wishes to acquire a 3-tier
48" light garden with the ends flat across the top,
not rounded, in order to convert to a 4 tier.


If you have such a garden you are not
using, please contact her at 255-1544


JANUARY SHOW & TELL


By Shirley Irvine:
Aeschynanthus 'Hildebrandii' 
Nematanthus 'Cheerio"


By Richard Moore:
Sinningia 'Lavender Queen' 
Sinningia speciosa x Bona Compact 
Colbergaria 'Orange Fire'


By Josie Stefaniak:
Aeschynanthus 'Hot Flash' -pointed medium green
foliage with a waxy sheen, similar flower to
'Hildebrandii but much larger;
Aeschynanthus 'Big Apple'


By Betty Tapping:
Kohleria 'Regent' - a sturdy, straight plant.
Eucodonopsis 'Cerulian Mink' - Softy velvety
leaves with lavender-coloured blossoms. 
Episcia 'Mint Julep'
Smithicodonia 'Behavin" 
Cyrtrandra 'Spendens'


*****
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 10, No. 3   March 1986


President's Message


As a Society one of our main objectives is to
educate the public about the Gesneriad family.


Nowhere is this Need made more evident
than at a public event such as the Garden Festival
which was held at the International Trade Centre on
Feb. 8-16 and in which we participated.


The public is anxious to learn, and it was
obvious from the questions posed that the interest is
there, but it also brings the realization that the need
for education is very essential.


Our stint of 9 days was tiresome but
rewarding. Due to the lack of manpower to help at
the booth, many of the "willing" had to do double
duty; however, in spite of it, the booth was always
manned and the results were rewarding.


I would like to express my appreciation and
say "Thank You" to all those who gave of their
time, and I do hope that you have found it as
personally gratifying as I have.


In last month's message I announced that
this year marked our 10th Anniversary. I was
wrong!! - after some research we discovered that,
although the first gathering of the group took place
in 1976, we did not actually receive our Charter
until 1977 - therefore we will be celebrating our
10th Anniversary in 1987.


Enclosed with this newsletter is your Show
Schedule. May I again urge you to participate in
exhibiting as well as helping with the show.


The sales table, as usual, will require
donations of plant material, and our Social
Convener will appreciate any contributions you may
wish to make to the refreshment table.


Good Growing,


PROGRAMME


SLIDE PRESENTATION 
By Gordon Wick


MARCH 9


ANNUAL SHOW


APRIL12 &13


GARDENING UNDER LIGHTS 
By Monte Watler


MAY 4
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GROWING GLOXINIAS (SINNINGIA SPECIOSA)


Once your gloxinias are growing well, the
amount of water given may be increased. Try to
keep the soil evenly moist and avoid wetting the
leaves, if possible. Cold water, or even warm water
spilled on plants growing in a cool area (especially
at night) may leave permanent marks on the leaves.
The best temperature for gloxinias is about
65-70°F. In a greenhouse, or where humidity and
light are good, higher temperatures are tolerated.


Very high temperatures may cause bud
blasting and spindly growth. Over-watering,
especially at first, may cause tubers to rot. Anne
Leskiw recommends dusting the tuber with sulfur,
fermate or Captan before planting, as a precaution.


Fertilizing may be carried out fairly early.
Anne suggests Schultz Liquid (10-15-10), four
drops to a quart with each watering.


If you are using fluorescent lights, adjust the
height of the plant so that the stem remains compact
and the leaves are flat. Some varieties need more
light than others. If you are certain that there is
sufficient light and plants still grow spindly,
perhaps excessive heat is the problem. Give your
gloxinias long days (15 hours) if possible.


Once the flower buds are evident, be very
careful with watering. Extreme moisture
fluctuations cause blasting (death of immature


buds). Once the flowers open, enjoy them.


Try to maintain a high humidity for your
gloxinias. Leaves will curl under and possibly turn
yellow or brown on the margins if humidity is
inadequate.


If you wish to multiply your plants, leaves
may be taken and planted in the same manner as
African Violets. Sometimes the leaf dies before a
new plantlet shows. Before throwing it out, check
for a small tuber on the end of the withered leaf. If
you find one, it will eventually sprout, after a
dormancy period of a few weeks or months. Leaves
should be taken, at the latest, immediately after
bloom. Very old leaves will die without rooting or
forming tubers.


Once blooming is completed, continue
growing the plants for about a month or so, then
gradually reduce water and allow the foliage to dry
off. Set the plants in a cooler, dark area for their
dormant period of six to ten weeks. Check the
tubers once a month for shrivelling and dampen if
necessary. Before bringing into new growth again,
replant in fresh soil.


Printed from "Gesneriagossip" Vol. 2 No. 3 March
1977 Carefree Gesneriad and Indoor Plant Society,
Regina, Saskatchewan.
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TREASURER'S REPORT


Bank Balance as of December 31, 1984. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,228.78
Receipts (January-December 1985)


Memberships (Part 1986) $ 1,596.00
U.S. Exchange on membership 3.20
A.G.G.S. Membership 1986 34.00
Plant Sales 856.50
Refreshments 187.05
Bank Interest 271.84
A.G.G.S. Convention Plant Sales  1,106.00 U.S.
Exchange 378.80
T.G.S. Convention Social Provincial Grant  1,250.00
A.G.G.S. Re T.G.S. Convention Expenses 757.00 U.S.
Exchange 276.39 


_________
$ 6,716.78


Disbursements
Newsletters Expenses  $ 1,177.79
Civic Garden Centre 606.00
Bumper Stickers 'Ask Me About Gesneriads' 25.00
Refreshment Expenses 77.78
Typewriter Purchase 613.64
Typewriter Rental 10.00
Late Billing - Spring Show 1983 16.00
Cheque Return 10.00
A.G.G.S. Show Awards 1985 100.00 U.S.
Exchange 39.50
A.G.G.S. Show Awards 1986 100.00 U.S.
Exchange 39.25
Membership Secretary Expenses 22.50
T.G.S. Poster Framing & Glass 53.48
T.G.S. Liability Insurance 15.00 U.S.
Exchange 7.39
A.G.G.S. Convention - T.G.S. Social 2,647.40
A.G.G.S. Convention - T.G.S. Expenses 1,598.73 


_________
$ 7,159.46


Bank Balance as of December 31, 1985. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,786.10


Charles Reeves
                                                               TREASURER.


NOTE: A.G.G.S. Convention Receipts $3,768.19
Disbursements 4,397.52 
Net Cost to T.G.S. 629.33
(Incls. A.G.G.S. Travel Sept. 1984 $151.39)
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If you wish to trade varieties of
gesneriads, contact your editor at
259-1224 and she will list your
'wantings'.


FOR SALE


Phipps' commercial light stand; White painted
wood, 48" 2 tube, flat top, 2 tier, independent
switches. Some dismantling probably necessary to
transport.


$150.00
Contact Sheila Jupp 445-6828


Unconscious of a less propitious clime
Here blooms exotic beauty warm and snug, 
While the winds whistle and snows descend.


PLEASE


The public doesn't have the knowledge we do to
make cuttings grow, so, if you can, please put
your cuttings down as small plants. Betty Tapping
has shown us how to put 2-leaf tips down; if you
would kindly do so now, attractive little plants
could be available for the sales table at our spring
show.


FEBRUARY SHOW & TELL


By Eleanor Elston:
Columnea 'Early Bird'
Saintpaulia 'Blustery Trail'


'Sweet Treat'
'Hart's Snow White'


By Shirley Irvine:
Sinningia 'Jimmy Cricket'


'Bottomless Waitress' so
named by Shirley because it was only the top of
an unnamed florist Gloxinia.


By Norman Quillman:
Chirita sinensis 
Episcia 'Cygnet'
Sinningia canescens 


Norman, being the generous soul he is, dispensed
a number of tops of this Sinningia -- He did even
better by me! I was given a top and a good-sized
tuber.


By Betty Tapping (in conjunction with her
presentation on Episcias):


Episcia 'Grey Lady'
'Pink Panther'
'Cleopatra'
'Karlyn'
hirsuta 


Alsobia punctata 
Alsobia dianthiflora 


Per usual, Betty gave generously to anyone
requesting a stolon or leaf. She gave me punctata
and 'Pink Panther'.


I hope the monthly listing of the Show and
Tell helps you in the same respect as it does me.
Owing to semi-senility and sometimes in my hurry
to get the 'freebie' down, I neglect to note the
name, but when I see the listing the name comes
back to me.


************
NOTE:
Eleanor Elston's February article "Some Points On
Judging" will be concluded in the April
Newsletter.
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CAREFREE MEMBERS
Are you an active member -- the kind 


that would be missed,
Or are you just contented that your 


name is on the list?
Do you attend the meetings and 


mingle with the flock,
Or do you sit at home and criticize 


and knock?


Have you taken any time at all
to help the club this week,


Or do you leave it to a few and talk 
about the clique?


There's quite a program scheduled which 
we're sure you've heard about,


And we'd appreciate it if you, too, 
would come and help us out.


So come to the meetings often and 
help with hand and heart,


Don't just be a member but take an 
active part.


Think this over, member, you know 
right from wrong;


Are you an active member, or do you 
just belong?


************************


16 WAYS TO kill AN ORGANIZATION


1. Don't attend meetings, but if you do arrive late.
2. Be sure and leave before the meeting is over.
3. Never have anything to say at meetings, wait till
you get outside.
4. When at meetings, vote to do anything, then go
home and do nothing.
5. The next day find fault with your officers and
fellow members.
6. Take no part in the organization's affairs.
7. Be sure and sit in the back so you can talk things
over with another member. Nobody will notice.
8. Get all the organization will give, but give
nothing in return.


9. Talk co-operation, but never co-operate.
10. Never ask anyone to join the organization.
11. Threaten to resign at every opportunity; tell
others they are standing for far too much.
12. If asked to help, always say you haven't time.
13. Never read anything pertaining to the
organization; you might find out too much;
14. Never accept an office; it is much easier to
criticize than do things.
15. If appointed to a committee, never give any time
to it; let the chairman do it all.
16. Don't do anything more than you have to, and,
when others willingly and unselfishly use their
ability to help the cause, howl because the
organization is being run by a clique.
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 10, No. 4   April 1986


President's Message


Spring is here at last! and we are at the
countdown for our annual flower show. This year
we have introduced a novice class with the hope
that our more bashful members will participate. We
have also decided to have an awards presentation in
May. This will take the form of a potluck lunch,
and each member attending is requested to bring a
contribution to the lunch table. The awards will be
formally presented during the lunch.


It is rather unfortunate that some members
were offended by the two short articles presented in
the last month's newsletter. On the other hand it
apparently had the effect I had hoped for when I
submitted the articles to our editor. I would like to
clarify the fact that no one member is granted the
divine right to undertake all the chores and
responsibilities of the Society. All positions are
voluntary and the work that is done in order to keep
the Society going is all done on a voluntary basis. It
is our hope that each member will participate and
help wherever possible. As it is not the executives'
divine right to run the Society, neither is it the
divine right of members to suggest that they attend
only to learn and enjoy themselves and not to work.


If we were all to take this attitude, I am
afraid we would spend the Sunday afternoons
gazing into each other's eyes. Sorry if I have hit the
quick; it was not meant to be offensive but rather as
a boost to knock some of our members out of
dormancy.


See you at the show.


PROGRAMME


ANNUAL SHOW


APRIL12 &13


AWARDS POTLUCK
LUNCHEON


MAY 4


GARDENING UNDER LIGHTS
By Monte Watler


JUNE 8


MEETINGS: 
2nd Sunday of each month September to June incl.
2:00 PM at Civic Garden Centre, Lawrence &
Leslie St., Don Mills, Ont.
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SOME POINTS ON JUDGING
By Eleanor Elston


Contd. from Feb. 1986 Newsletter


Diastema come in several varieties and are
usually grown with several stems to a pot. They
are inclined to get straggly and so need to be kept
wound down and groomed. When deciding to
show your plant, make sure it has clean, healthy
foliage and bloom all around the plant.


Eucodonia is a lovely plant with several
good varieties. It is a 'hairy' plant, so make sure it
is clean before entering.


Gloxinia. This group contains both upright
and spreading varieties. 'Chic' is an upright and
sylvatica  has a trailing habit. Some varieties
produce dangling aerial propagules. These are best
removed before showing.


Koellikeria. The most popular in our
Society is K. erinoides -- a small, rosette type
plant with tiny pink flowers you may show as a
single plant or with several crowns. It responds
well to being rolled around the root ball when it
has become too tall. (See illustration in Part I of
this article in the February 1986 T.G.S.
Newsletter).


Kohleria. This is a popular group and most
are upright. If given good light, they should
produce sturdy stems and loads of flowers. The
compact varieties such as K. amabilis and K..
'Strawberry Fields' show very well. Make sure any
dead leaves
are removed. You should have good foliage right
down to the soil level.


Smithiantha. A well grown specimen
should have vigorous, velvety foliage and a nice
balance of bloom. Take great care not to spill
water on the leaves as they mark easily and you
can't successfully remove the effects of the dried
water. Carefully blot if freshly spilled to minimize
spotting.


There are quite a few other rhizomatous
gesneriads. Many are difficult to grow, hard to
obtain or not attractive enough to grow when
space is limited.


Don't forget, if the plant goes into
dormancy or dies, you still have a potful of
goodies to dig up and start again.


FIBROUS  ROOTED 


Aeschynanthus. There are both large leafed
and compact varieties. The foliage is spreading
and fairly strong; many varieties have shiny leaves
and are most attractive.


Some flower on the ends of the stems only
and some in the axils. The flowers are not always
showy but they last a long time. Some have a very
distinctive calyx, resembling a lipstick tip, hence
the nickname. Grow with lots of stems in the pot
so no old stems are showing. It takes quite a while
to grow a good plant -more than a year I would
say. They respond well to pinching, so keep taking
out the 2 new leaves on each stem to force
branching. Stop pinching 3 months before show.


Chirita. There are several very different
plants in this group. They are usually entered as
‘plants grown primarily for foliage' as the flowers
are usually rather small. Some varieties are hard to
keep the leaves from getting brown on the edges,
so try to provide space around than when growing
and extra humidity if possible.


Codonanthe. These trailing plants make
very good basket plants and may produce
attractive berries. It is not necessary to remove the
berries when showing. They produce flowers
along the stems and respond very well to vigorous
pinching back.


The flowers are not very long-lasting but
are plentiful. Many crosses have been made with 
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other gesneriads of similar habits such as the
Aeschynanthus. Given good light and regular
turning, it is possible to grow a show specimen in
less than a year. Make sure you have blooms
evenly around the plant.


Columnea. Many varieties are grown in
this area. Some such as C. 'Early Bird' grow
quickly to a nice basket plant. With regular
pinching a good head of growth is produced. By
keeping the centre of the plant well pinched back
in the early stages you will have a sufficient
branching growth to cover any older growth that
may have become woody and unsightly. Some
varieties such as C. 'Mary Ann' are not so
branching but are still very worthwhile. Don't
show if bloom is insufficient. Several, such as
Trichantha, have been reclassified to other groups.


Episcia. There are many good vanities of
show quality that have been developed. They may
be shown in flower or for foliage only. Don't show
an Episcia in the class for foliage unless it is
distinctive in some way, such as colour
combination or texture. They grow fairly quickly
with a few exceptions such as E. 'Cleopatra'. They
like humidity and can stand more heat than most
other gesneriads. Keep away from draughts.
Delicate varieties such as E. 'Cleopatra' may be
shown in a protective case to prevent possible
damage. Some varieties grow well when one
stolon is planted in a pot. Several strong stolons
are produced and when several of these are
fastened down a good plant will result. Thereafter
remove the new stolons to force the strength into
the plant.


Since they grow rather quickly, it is
important to keep the stems close to the pot and
growing compactly by rolling around the rootball,
or, if not too leggy, you may simply fasten
overlong stems down with plastic covered wire.
Cover any such fastened down stems with a little
fresh soil.


Remove all the small dangling stolons. If
the flowers are distracting, remove them.
Compactly growing plants look much better than
leggy specimens.


Some varieties such as E. dianthiflora  and
'Cygnet' have been reclassified to a separate genus
-- Alsobia.


Gesneria. There are 2 main types -the
small cuneifolia and the taller such as 'Lemon
Drop’. The small types need terrarium culture and
should be grown and shown in a protective
container. They are very handy for use in the
Design Division for our terrariums. Gesneria may
be entered with either single or multiple crowns.


Nematanthus -trailing plants which tend to
have woody stems as they age. When making up
a basket or potful place plenty of tip pieces in the
centre of your pot. Pinch all new growth to
provide a nice bushy plant and to cover any older
growth. Nematanthus do not flower as freely as
the Columnea but the flowers are quite long
lasting.


Saintpaulia, or African Violet, as we know
it, is to be grown as a single crown without any
suckers unless the variety is classed as a trailer or
a species described as having multiple crowns.
Choose plants for entering that have a good leaf
pattern with a good quantity of fresh bloom. Take
Care to measure that your mini is not over 6" and
your semis not over 8". Trim dead flowers and
stems away carefully. Any flowers that may be
spent next day should also be removed.
Disbudding for a period before a show helps
produce more flowers at show time. Any
disbudding should be stopped 6 - 8 weeks before
a show to allow a good head of bloom.


Streptocarpus. There are several types in
this group -- S. caulescens and S.  holstii are
upright-stemmed types with many small flowers,
or they may be trailing stems such as S. saxorum.
The most frequently exhibited is the rosette type.
They
are usually the most eye-catching section in show.
The leaf pattern is not very symmetrical with
leaves growing at all angles and in different sizes.
In order to put a plant in the show it should have
several stems of fresh bloom. There are some
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miniature varieties being developed and they also
show well. Since the leaves can grow quite large
they are easily damaged. Take hope! these plants
may have their leaves trimmed with scissors if
necessary. My one recommendation in this regard
would  be that you do the trimming at the last
minute since the cut edge will eventually also turn
brown.


There are still a number of lesser known
gesneriads that I did not mention as they are not
grown and shown to any extent in our area.


Final questions to ask yourself before
entering:
– Is my plant clean, healthy and free from disease?
– Have I trimmed away any dead stems, leaves,
etc.


Good growing!


Good showing!


Love and God Bless!!


****************


Do try your hand in the Design Division
and here are some tips excerpted from the
Broward County Gesneriad Chapter newsletter to
aid you.


There are many gesneriads which are very
good to us. Flowers such as Sinningia speciosa
last well in water, and of course Saintpaulia
blossoms where permitted. Nematanthus can be
used both for blossoms and shiny foliage.
Aeschynanthus clusters and Columnea blossoms
are both long-lasting, as are Kohleria blossoms.
Episcia, with or without flowers, go well with
driftwood.


Of course there are many types of foliage
which will give you texture, size or colour to
choose from.


Containers should be simple in shape and
fairly neutral in colour, not overpowering the plant
material. Everything must be securely fastened so
that nothing will droop or fall down. Remember,
no mechanics can show. Be sure to conform to the
show schedule and try your design at home so that
very little time will be spent putting it together at
the show. Do not depend on your accessories to
make your arrangement; the plant material is the
most important. Be sure to identify material used
on a card.


When using a rooted plant in a growing
arrangement, remove from pot and put soil ball in
a baggie then place in a piece of stocking to
prevent the plastic from reflecting any light that
would strike it. Of course it must be well hidden
as are all mechanics used.


To condition blossoms that are going to be
used in a cut flower arrangement, water the whole
plant using warm water containing Superthrive (6
drops to a gallon of water). Keep plant in total
darkness for 3 days. Take entire plant to show, cut
blossoms just before assembling. Wrap cut stems
with damp cotton into floral picks.


Some of the aids used are pinholders such
as florists use, a glue gun, stickum for temporary
holding, floral picks and small glass tubes such as
the ones from hypodermic needles. These can be
taped or glued wherever needed to hold blossoms,
but must be painted or disguised in some way so
as not to show.
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Bits & Pieces


Our Fred Parker has been corresponding
with a new member:


Mr. Benni Luski 
Rotchild 56 St. 
Petach - Tikva 
ISRAEL 49473.


Benni found our Society's name in the
1985 catalogue of Plants 'N' Things. He grows 150
kinds of houseplants and graduated in gardening
and planting in Israel. He is a nursery manager
and has planned a series of articles on the subject
of "How to Grow Houseplants to Perfection". He
would be pleased to hear from any plant lovers in
this country, so do drop Mr. Luski a line.


***************


ARE YOU A NOVICE?


It was decided at the last executive
meeting to introduce a novice section to our Show
Schedule to enable new growers to feel more
comfortable in entering specimens in the show.
Please note, therefore, that we are appending to
the Schedule Section L Class 43 which will be
open to anyone who has never before entered a
plant in a gesneriad show.


*************** 


ANNUAL SHOW


The Civic Garden Centre will be open to
us from 1:00 P.M. on Friday, April 11, 1986, for
the purpose of setting-up tables, etc.


Show times have been changed as
follows to accommodate the public:


Saturday 1:00-4:00 PM
Sunday 12:00-4:00 PM


*****************


A couple of months ago Norman and Tina
Quillman very kindly gave me a good sized tuber
of Sinningia canescens; thus, when I read the
following information in the Gesneriad Tips 'n
Trivia newsletter, it was of interest to me and I
trust will be of interest to you.


Sinningia canescens, whose leaves are
clothed with attractive silvery hairs, responds
dramatically to light intensity. Since these silvery
hairs are an attractive feature, give this plant the
strongest possible light to increase its hirsute
qualities.


Apparently there is a biological reason for
this phenomenon. The hairs shade the leaf tissue
over which they are growing to prevent damage
from high light levels. If light intensity is low, the
hairs are not needed, since the plant requires all
available light. As the light intensity increases, so
does the need for hair to protect the leaves!


******************
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 10, No. 5   June 1986


President's Message


First of all I would like to apologize for not
getting the May publication of the newsletter to the
press. Due to the short time between the meetings
last month and the fact that our faithful Editor was
indisposed due to health reasons, we were unable to
have it completed on time.


The show in April was a huge success and
I thank all who worked so hard to make it
worthwhile. While the attendance at our first
Awards presentation was not as high as we had
hoped, it, too, was considered a success. The
Awards were ably presented by our Awards
Chairperson, Betty Tapping, after which the potluck
luncheon was served. As usual, there was a super
array of dishes and it gave us all an opportunity to
converse and exchange ideas.


Our deep appreciation to the members who
generously contributed to the Awards.


The time for the A.G.G.S. Convention in
Denver is rapidly approaching and I am happy that
the Toronto Chapter will be represented by at least
seven of our members. We are looking forward to
the Convention and our trip to Denver.


As you are aware, we are off for the summer
months (July and August) and most of you will be
at your cottages or busy with the outdoor gardening,
but please do not neglect your indoor plants. When
we return in September we will be back in full
swing and hope to see some of your prize
gesneriads at our Show & Tell.


May I also suggest that you take this
opportunity to experiment by growing some of your
gesneriads outside during the summer months.
Codonanthes, Nematanthus, Aeschynanthus and
Columneas all do very well in filtered sunlight,
such as covered patios or shady trees. Achimenes
perform at their best during the summer and if
placed under shady trees, but remember to always
keep them well watered. Sinningia speciosa will
excel if grown on a patio where they can get the
early morning sun. Your surplus Streptocarpus will


reward you generously if they are grown in a bed
with a northern exposure and one that is situated
near the house. They may also be grown under a
shady tree. Mulching the ground with grass cuttings
or some other medium will help keep their roots
cool and will also protect the leaves from damage
due to the very moist ground on which they rest.
Experiment and tell us about it in September.


Do hope you have a nice summer.


CULTURE TIPS: Do not be afraid to pinch back
your plants; by so doing you will encourage them to
branch and develop into compact plants. Tip
cuttings may be used to fill the pot if you have
started your plant from a single stock.


PROGRAMME


GARDENING UNDER LIGHTS
By Monte Watler


JUNE 8


MEETINGS: 2nd Sunday of each month September
to June incl. 2:00 PM at Civic Garden Centre,
Lawrence & Leslie St., Don Mills, Ont.
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ILS NE SONT PAS PARTIS
(THEY ARE NOT GONE)


By Monte Watler


Ever since my plants were invaded by an
army of whiteflies I have waged a constant battle to
overcome the infestation. At times I have felt that I
was on the winning side and that my territory was
at last free of the plunderers. However, this feeling
of victory would disappear when at times I would
putter around and perhaps discover a Gesneria
cuneifolia which would need some grooming.
Everything would appear normal until I touched the
plant and BOOM!!! my confidence would again be
shattered as a cloud of white would rise and spread
itself to the four corners of the shelf. No doubt
reinforcing their army for a further attack. The
battle continued and I vowed I would win, but alas,
the final blow has been struck and I have decided to
concede a lost battle and lay down arms. The old
adage applies 'If you cannot beat them, then join
them'. Their final strategy was more than I could
take. They destroyed my standing as a grower and
my morale has been devastated.


Showtime and time to prepare my line of
attack if I were hoping to enter my plants in the
show. My strategy was to segregate the potential
show plants and to concentrate on the grooming and
spraying for at least five weeks prior to the show.
Systematically and in desperation I sprayed with
Ambush, Orthonex and Cygon2 at seven day
intervals, but on alternate days with each
insecticide. Surely I felt this would eliminate the
invaders and hopefully, although at times I had my
doubts, the plants would survive. Survive they did
and as far as I could discern they were free of all
pest and ready for the show. Careful investigation
did not show any signs of unwanted aliens. The
plants were labelled and placed ready for judging.
It was then that they dealt the death blow. Not only
was I assisting with the judging, but along with my
co-judges I was the one who discovered that my
plants did have whiteflies and had to be
disqualified. After consultation with the Judges
Chairperson and much apologies, the plants were
withdrawn posthaste from the show room. What a
downfall! what a victory for those little varmints.


There they were busily sucking at the nectar and
juices of my plants, smiling no doubt and here was
I browbeaten, ashamed, feeling like a heel and
above all being rejected by all those who, only a
few minutes ago, were hugging, complimenting and
being the best of friends. Now every corner I
rounded seemed to produce two people with their
heads together and who on my appearance would
give me an oblique look and disappear in the
opposite direction. Although not vocalized, I could
almost hear the words UNCLEAN, UNCLEAN.
It took some courage to get through the day and still
hold up my head. I had been defeated and my
adversaries, the whiteflies, had accomplished their
goal.


Now I think I will lay down my arms,
coverup my Cygon, discard my Ambush, flush the
Orthonex and discard the Stick and No Pest strip.
All useless weapons against this breed of whiteflies
that I have inherited. I will leave them to their glory
and maybe someday they will have a revolution and
self-destruct.


However, since I would be missing the
regular shows and the Society, I am seriously
contemplating forming a group known as the "Snow
White Gesneriad Society". Membership will be free
and of course there will be an annual show. Judges
will be trained in the counting and measuring of
whiteflies and all awe will be based on these
qualifications. Think of the fun we will have with
the themes-- "Whiteflies in the Sunset", "Fly me to
the Moon", "White is Beautiful. "I am Dreaming of
a White Gesneriad", my Little Whitefly" and so on.
The possibilities are endless. From conversations
with other growers I am convinced that response
will be overwhelming as we vie for our WHITE
RIBBONS (first of course).


Page 3







AESCHYNANTHUS
By Monte Watler


For most of us the Aeschynanthus is one of
our first introductions to gesneriads suitable for
hanging baskets. Commonly known as the 'lipstick
plant' it is very often found in nurseries and flower
shops as well as in the well-lit windows of many
homes.


Originally the specie came from South East
Asia and the East Indies and one of the first
introductions was A. lobbianus which was labelled
the 'lipstick plant' due to the remarkable
resemblance of its blossoms to that of a tube of
lipstick; the calyx representing the container and
the red blossom the lipstick.


Aeschynanthus are epiphytic gesneriads,
Which means that in its natural habitat it is found
growing on other trees, but not to be confused with
parasitic plants. They normally find their hone in
the branches and trunks of trees where leaves have
collected and rotted. Since they are trailing plants,
rooting may take place in various areas of the tree
as they grow downwards towards the ground.


Not all the Aeschynanthus are trailers and
with hybridization more and more upright growing
plants are being introduced. This of course is ideal
for the indoor gardener and for one who grows
under lights. Upright types include the species A.
hildebrandii (Borneo), A. evrardii (Vietnam) and
hybrids A. "Big Apple" (Schwartz), A."Hot
Flash"(Kartuz) A."Tiger Cub".


While most of the Aeschynanthus are
'monsters' and impossible to grow in a light garden,
there are some species and hybrids which, with a
little care and patience, can be grown quite
successfully under lights and with amazing results.
Among them are the species A. obconscius, A.
micranthus (Himalayas), A. tricolour (Malaya) and
A. nummularius (New Guinea). Hybrids that may
be termed as medium or small are A."Coral Star",
A."Holiday Bells", A."Red Elf", A."Fireworks" and
A."Little Tiger". This list is by no means
exhaustive and with a little research you may avail
yourself of many others.


SOIL: Because they are epiphytes the soil in
which they are grown should be light and loosely
packed with good drainage. An addition of leaf
mold or Sphagnum Moss is indeed desirable. It is
to be noted that they do not require as much lime
as many of the other gesneriads.


FERTILIZER: As with my other gesneriads I use
20-20-20 chemical fertilizer at the ratio of 1/4
teaspoon to 1 gallon of water and during the
blooming season, which is usually the spring and
early summer, I switch to a 15-30-15 or any other
with a high phosphate-potash content. This is used
at the same ratio and applied at every watering.


LIGHTING: As far as growth is concerned
Aeschynanthus will do fairly well in low to
moderate light, but, in order to have them bloom,
high light must be provided. A window with a
southern exposure is sufficient for blooming
although I get very good results from A. New
Guinea which I have hanging in the west window
of my kitchen.


HUMIDITY: High humidity of 50% plus is
recommended and misting is essential.


TEMPERATURE: Temperatures must not drop
below 50° and in order to bloom they must have
temperatures of 70° or over. They will thrive in
high temperatures with little damage, provided
their growing medium is kept moist and that they
are misted at regular intervals. Direct sun may
cause leaf damage; therefore, if they are being
grown on the patio or in the garden, ensure that
they are protected from the direct sunlight. They
will tolerate the early morning or late afternoon
sunlight.
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 10, No. 6   September 1986


President's Message


The short summer is over and once again
we return to complete another year of
Gesneriadania.


Coming up is our Open House on October
5 and, as usual, we will need all the plant material
you can muster for the sales table. We would also
like to see as many exhibits as possible. This is
not a judged show, therefore no one should suffer
from exhibitors' inhibitions. -- Please help to
make it a success.


In our June Newsletter I suggested that you
try your hand at growing some of your gesneriads
outside during, the summer. If you have been
adventuresome and have experimented, please
bring the plants to our Show and Tell -good or
bad-; we would like to discuss the plus and minus
of growing outdoors, and we will have a
knowledgeable panel to assist and advise.


In July I paid a short visit to my homeland,
The Cayman Islands. Whilst there I spoke to some
enthusiastic gardeners and enough interest was
generated to have them request some material
with the hope that a Chapter evolves;-- the
material is on its way.


In August I spoke to the Woodbridge
Horticultural Society and took approximately 60
plants for distribution. Also distributed were
cultural leaflets and other literature including
copies of the Gloxinian. If anyone has any ideas of
where we can distribute free copies of the
Gloxinian, please contact me and I will order
them; The A.G.G.S. has now made this possible
--Gratis.


See you in September.


PROGRAMME


QUESTION & ANSWER
PANEL


SEPT 14


OPEN HOUSE


OCT 5







The Toronto Gesneriad Society


PRESIDENT:
Monte Watler, 240 Burnhamthorpe Road, Islington, Ont. M9B 1Z5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233-6664
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT:
Shirley Irvine, 122 Munroe Blvd, Willodale, Ont. M2P 2C7, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 447-7780
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT:
Marion DesRoches, 139 Gordon Road, Willowdale, Ont. M2P 1E6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 444-3530
TREASURER:
Charles Reeves, 183 Calvington Drive, Downsview, Ont. M3M 2M8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244-5720
RECORDING SECRETARY:
Betty Wangenheim, 38 Preston Road, Toronto, Ont. M6E 1Y7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 782-2516
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:
Fred Parker, 14 Demsey Crescent, Willowdale, Ont. M2L 1Y5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 447-1455
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
Marilyn Westell, 333 Sheppard Ave. E., Willowdale, Ont. M2N 3B3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  221-8862
PAST PRESIDENT:
Betty Tapping, 1503-511 The West Mall, Etobicoke, Ont. M9C 1G5 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621-1549
MEMBERS AT LARGE:
Richard Moore, 25 Princess Margaret Blvd., Islington, Ont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239-0942
Norman Quillman, 55 Elmfield Cr. Scarborough, Ont. M1V 2Y5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292-4968
PLANT SALES TABLE:
Lucille Goodin, 65 Forest Manor Rd. Apt.1506, Willowdale, Ont. M2J 1M5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 491-6132
Ting Quillman, 55 Elmfield Cr. Scarborough, Ont. M1V 2Y5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292-4968
ARCHIVIST:
Inez Wolfe, Apt. 207, 2 Royal York Rd., New Toronto, Ont. M8V 2S6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259-1224
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Inez Wolfe, Apt. 207, 2 Royal York Rd., New Toronto, Ont. M8V 2S6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259-1224
LIAISON OFFICER (AGGS):
Eleanor Elston, Apt. 18, 4 Superior Ave., Toronto, Ont. M8V 2M4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255-1544
LIAISON OFFICER (CIVIC GARDEN CENTRE):
Hal Price, 237 Melrose Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M5M 1Y9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489-5543
SOCIAL CONVENER
Ruth Lemay, 51 Marowyne Drive, Willowdale, Ont. M2J 2A6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 497-8017
Susan Smith, 243 Oak Park Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4C 4N4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421-5390
WELCOMING CHAIRMAN:
Betty Tapping, 1512-511 The West Mall, Etobicoke, Ont. M9C 1G5 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621-1549


Officers and Committee Heads


The Toronto Gesneriad Society is an affiliate of The American Gloxinia and Gesneriad Society and
publishes this newsletter monthly except for July and August. Membership fees are as follows: Individual
Membership $10.00 per year. Joint Membership (two persons - one mailing) $15.00 per year. All members
are also invited to join the AGGS, the parent society (membership fee $10.00 per year which includes the
bi-monthly magazine, The Gloxinian). Address enquiries to The Membership Secretary, Ellen M. Todd,
P.O. Box 493, Beverly Farms, MA 01915, USA


Page 2







Let us grow.....
COLUMNEAS


by Monte Watler


My favourite gesneriad -- ultimate
performance with minimum care. Since
discovering the Columnea I have become partial
to it as a house plant. My discovery took place on
my first visit to the Montreal Botanical Gardens in
1962, shortly after my arrival in Canada and at
which time I was not even aware of the plant
family known as "gesneriaceae". There, hanging
in the middle of the greenhouse with the sun rays
forming a spotlight, was the most magnificent
plant I had ever seen. A large plant with trailing
stems reaching down to a length of 8 or 9 feet and
covered in blossoms of a most vibrant colour.


Perfectly balanced in foliage, as well as
blossoms, it was unbelievably real. Unfortunately
it was not labelled; therefore I was non the wiser
as far as its name was concerned but I was
determined to satisfy my curiosity. After a few
visits to the Gardens, I eventually found someone
who was knowledgeable enough to answer my
quest. No offer of a cutting was made and in those
days I did not have the nerve to ask. It was not
until 10 years later in a florist shop that I
happened to espy a hanging basket of a similar
type, miniature in comparison, and which I bought
without hesitation.


It happened to be non other than "Early
Bird". I still own the original plant and it is still
performing as well as it did 14 years ago.
Whenever it gets woody and sparse I give it a
good cropping and it bounces back with healthy
new growth.


What is most surprising is that Columneas
did not find themselves on the North American
market until the early 50s. They are indigenous to
Central and South America as well as Mexico and


the West Indies; therefore it would seem that a
plant of such outstanding qualities in bloom and
foliage and of such close proximity would have
been introduced prior to the 50s. One can only
presume that, due to the fact it is a hanging plant
(epiphyte) and it can also grow to enormous size
in its habitat, it were these characteristics which
discouraged its introduction.


As I mentioned before, Columneas are
epiphytes and are to be found in a wide range of
climates. As a rule, most Columneas will thrive in
temperatures ranging from 60° to 85°, but, due to
their diverse origins, some species may require it
cooler than others in order to set bud. Soil should
be of a lean mix and preferably without lime.


As they are mostly grown as hanging
plants and in a lean mix, they tend to dry out
rapidly. Soil should be kept moist, although they
can withstand a drying out without any harm
being done. How often you water will depend on
the humidification of your environment. Fairly
high humidity should be maintained by misting,
but, again, they can adapt to medium conditions.


The amount of light required also varies
and it seems that a certain amount of adaptation
takes place with the Columneas. I have
Columneas growing under lights; they seem to do
as well under the low areas of the tubes as they do
in the high light areas. They thrive well in the
kitchen window with a southern exposure and I
have seen them grown in windows with eastern
and western exposures. However, if grown in
either of these exposures, it must be without
filtered light such as sheer curtains or venetian
blinds.


General fertilization, as with most house


Page 3







plants, should be a weak solution of 20-20-20, 1/4
teaspoon to 1 gallon of water every time you
water. Most Columneas are ever-blooming but
somehow they seem to put on their best
performance in the spring. At this time the
fertilizer should be switched to one of a high
phosphate content such as 15-30-15, but applied
at the same ratio as the other.


There are varieties that are inclined to drop
their leaves and become woody. If this should
happen do not hesitate to give the plant a good
"cutback". This will promote fresh growth and a
more compact plant. The cuttings can be used for
starting a new hanging basket plant, which you
may do by placing 1-1/2"to 2" cuttings 2" apart
until the basket is filled.


Stem cuttings propagate very easily and
can be started in the growing medium. Plants nay
also be propagated from the many-seeded berries
or fruit: that is sometime produced by the plant.
For compact plants remember to pinch back at
regular intervals or until you are happy with the
appearance of the hanging basket.


When growing Columneas you have a
tremendous size range to choose from. You can
either opt to grow those beautiful monstrosities,
such as C. "Daphne" and C. "Toronto '85", or you
can grow the smaller type, such as C. "Campus
Queen", C. "Mary Ann", C. "Sylvia" and C. "Early
Bird". For beginners I would suggest that you start
with C. "Early Bird". It is a compact plant, needs
minimum attention and is a great performer.


For those who are growing under lights
there are some upright types which can easily be
grown in minimum space if they are kept under
control -- varieties such as the species C. labra
and hybrids C. "Aurora" and—C. Cherokee".


Consult your Miracle House Plant book
for other varieties, a copy of which you may find
in our library.


***********


HOUSE PLANTS


Start bringing in your house plants


while the windows may still be left open so


that they will gradually become inured to the


dry house air.


Do however firstly treat them against


pests. Try placing them in boxes with lids; lift


the lid, spray and quickly close; leave


overnight. I find RAID used in this manner


very effective, but even with it, I use a dentist's


mask and gloves.
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Congratulations


Congratulations to those of our members
who entered exhibits in the Canadian National
Exhibition. It was great publicity for our 'family'
and the participation was surprising.


There were cash prizes for 1 , 2nd and 3rdst


winners as follows:


GESNERIADS OTHER THAN AFRICAN VIOLETS


Tuberous in bloom $9 $8 $7
Rhizomatous in bloom $9 $8 $7
Fibrous rooted in bloom, 
other than episcia $9 $8 $7
Episcia/Alsobia in bloom $9 $8 $7
Gesneriads grown for foliage -
(must be distinctive) $9 $8 $7
Miniature Gesneriads 
in bloom $9 $8 $7


Championship award of $10.00 to the overall Best
in Show in Classes 15-20 will be awarded.


Perhaps this information will induce you
to participate next year when our Betty Tapping
once again brings the matter to hand. The entry
fee is 50¢ per plant.


It is good fun except that the plants must
be on the shelves ready for judging by 9:00 A.M.
but you do get a windshield sticker for entry to the
grounds before 8:00A.M.


Your editor is $74 richer for her efforts
(including 3 entries in the Design Division of
houseplants). Thank you Betty for inducing me to
participate.


TREASURER'S REPORT


APRIL SHOW
April 12-13, 1986 


Receipts


Plant sales.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,112.50
Admissions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244.00
Refreshments .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96.20
Memberships .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00


$1,497.70


Disbursements
Printing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30.00
Ribbons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
Civic Garden Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274.50
Refreshment expenses .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.79


$374.29


Net .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,123.41


Charles Reeves
TREASURER.


*************


National Fitness


SOME people imagine


Our folk are unfit,


And ask what we're going


To do about it;


But if they would only 


Consider a bit:


Putting in seeds


And pulling up weeds,


Provide all the exercise 


ANYONE needs.
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SPECIAL AWARDS


TORONTO GESNERIAD SOCIETY SHOW


April 12 - 13, 1986


Best Plant in Show - Nematanthus "Marianne" - R. Moore


2nd Best Plant in Show - Episcia "Alfred Sharp" - B. Tapping


Sweepstakes, Horticulture - B. Tapping


Runner-up in Sweepstakes, Horticulture - B. Britt


Best in Artistic Division - E. Elston


Sweepstakes, Artistic Division - E. Elston


Runner-up in Sweepstakes, Artistic Division - I. Wolfe


Best Streptocarpus in Show- "Cabaret" - B. Tapping


Best Saintpaulia in Show - "Something Special" - B. Britt


**************


On behalf of this Olivetti Praxis 40 typewriter I should like to apologize for the messiness of this
Newsletter (as you can see it is not printing properly and, in retyping over letters, errors ensue) Your editor
used an Olivetti calculator for years and it was an excellent machine -- the manufacturer should have stuck
to calculators: I do not know the country of its origin but the instruction manual is printed. in Singapore.
When I first had occasion to change the ribbon, I followed the diagram as instructed and it simply would not
type. When the service man came he advised that the manual's instruction procedure was incorrectly
illustrated.


************


NOTE: A more comprehensive list of the
results of our April 12-13, 1986
show will be given in the next
newsletter.
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PROGRAMME


  OPEN HOUSE


  OCTOBER 5


Toronto Gesneriad Society
Newsletter      Vol. 10, No. 7   October 1986


President's Message


This month is when we have our Open
House -- the time when we open our meeting to the
general public, the time when we exhibit our plants
and give outsiders the opportunity to purchase
plants and cuttings. We will also be providing
information regarding the plants and their culture,
and hopefully we will be enrolling some new
members.


IT IS THEREFORE ESSENTIAL that we
exhibit and donate as any plants as possible.


Exhibitors should be at the Civic Garden
shortly after 11:30 on Sunday morning October 5th


in order to have the setup complete so that we may
open to the public as soon as possible.


Also a reminder -- we will need
contributions to our refreshment table -- sweets as
well as savouries are needed.


We are hoping for a good attendance this
year, therefore we will need your help. Please do
what you can to make it a success.


MEETINGS: 2nd Sunday of each month September to June incl. 2:00 PM 
at the Civic Garden Centre, Lawrence & Leslie St., Don Mills, Ont.
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How Hard Do I Pinch?
By Monte Watler


Unbelievable but true..a question once
posed by a novice grower to a professional giving
a lecture on "Pinching Back". No doubt it was
asked in the wrong context, however there is an
element of logic in the question. How drastic are
we when pinching back, and are we pinching back
hard enough or are we still living with the fear
that we are going to cause considerable damage by
performing this act? Is it obscene? are we going to
be accused of harassment? After all we are using
our thumb and forefinger and they keep telling us
that plants are like human beings. Even Prince
Charles has admitted that he talks to his plants and
by Royal Command they give their top
performance.


We thank our Creator for the thumb and
forefinger and for those uncut nails. They do a
wonderful job of keeping our plants compact, trim
and in good shape.


What is "pinching back" or "nipping in the
bud"? It is of course a form of communication to
our plants telling them they have reached as far as
you wish them to go in the present direction. You
now want them to branch and become fuller and
more compact. You have had enough of their
"apical dominance" and such behavior will no
longer be tolerated.. Growth direction must
change and that is the reason you have decided to
"nip it in the bud".


When a plant is growing, the apical bud or
main stem continues to push forward until it has
reached a length which it can no longer support.
The foliage along the main stem is sparse which
leaves a leggy or woody appearance which will
continue to grow until it is pinched back or
accidentally broken off. As soon as the pinching
takes place the growing energy is no longer
directed to the top of the stem, it has been
curtailed by the nipping of the bud. It is then


directed to the minor or side shoots which were
formed along the sides of the main stem as it
grew. These buds now begin to elongate and
develop into growth along the sides of the main
shoot which results in branching.


Where to pinch? Once you have decided to
pinch back you should examine the main shoot
and, with your thumb and forefinger and using
your nails, pinch the stem near the top and below
its youngest foliage. With a sharp tweak you will
have performed neat surgery. You must ensure
that you tweak just above a branch or bud; not
midway between two nodes, otherwise you will
have a stem that will dry out leaving the plant
looking very unkempt.


Not all of your plants require pinching
back and I can assure you that there are some that
will not appreciate your pinch. One should not
make the mistake of trying to pinch back a
Saintpaulia or a Chirita, but certainly plants of a
trailing or branching nature such as Columneas,
Achimenes, Aeschynanthus and Nematanthus do
require a "hard" pinch and it should be a
continuous process until you have a well-shaped,
compact and all around beautiful plant. Rather
woody plants may need a more drastic treatment.
For instance, if you have neglected an
Aeschynanthus or a Columnea, the areas which
you will have to tweak will be too woody for
nipping with your fingernails and in this case one
would use one's cutting shears to perform the
necessary pruning. When pinching back one
should think of the job in the same manner as
trimming a shrub or pruning a hedge in the
garden. Mold it into shape by taking away the
growth that spoils its symmetry.


(Contd next page)
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Pinching back should not only be limited
to the stems or branches; the same method should
be used for spent blossoms. By removing old
blossoms we encourage the plant to continue
blooming instead of going to seed. Another way
of communicating to your plant the action you
wish it to take.


There are no hard and fast rules for
pinching. Your skill and treatment will vary with
the individual plant. Whenever a plant becomes
too leggy it is a sign for you to sharpen your nails;
on the other hand it may be quite compact but has
decided to send up undesirable growth which you
will have to remove. Early treatment of plants
such as Columneas and Achimenes will ensure


compact show plants and will also prove a great
source of new plant material. Tip cuttings will
root quite rapidly if planted as soon as they are
nipped.


With your fingers you are equipped with
the tools to guide your plant's growth. This
discipline will be the control for your plant to
behave and perform in the manner which you
desire. Instead of having a sad looking, leggy
plant hanging all over the light garden with sad
intermittent blooms, you will have raised a cheery,
chubby specimen that smiles at you through its
well distributed blossoms.


***********************************


Chimeras


Almost everyone who grows Saintpaulia is
of the impression that the Chimera blossoms will
only come true when the plant is propagated from
a sucker. 


However, I have learned that a Chimera 
blossom that bears leaves will produce true
flowers. 


Simply remove the bloom and leave about
1" of stem below the 2 leaves and place in the
propagating mix.
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Let us grow ....
PETROCOSMEAS


By Monte Watler


Petrocosmea is for the grower who wishes
a challenge and, while not a difficult plant to
grow, it does need some special requirements.
Once they have been met the plant will thrive and
bloom.


At the present time I am only aware of the
following three genera:


Petrocosmea nervosa 


A small plant of a rosette nature with
silvery leaves covered with soft hairs, the density
of which seems to differ depending on the light
provided. The blooms are blue in colour and not
unlike the dog-toothed wild violet.


Petrocosmea kerri 


Also a flat rosette plant but with very hairy
leaves which are similar to those of the
Saintpaulia. Oval in form and of a thick and fleshy
nature. The blossoms are white with touches of
yellow.


Petrocosmea parryorum 


Unfortunately I have not been successful
in procuring this plant, therefore my knowledge of
the plant is limited; however I understand that it
differs from the others in that it grows a very thick
stem with leaves that are scalloped. Blooms are of
a purplish blue colour.


Petrocosmeas, which are native to the high
altitudes of south-eastern Asia, do require a cool
environment and temperatures similar to those
required for Streptocarpus are ideal, 50° to 75° F.
However they will, for a short time, endure
temperatures as low as 45° F and as high as 80° F.
In spite of the temperature requirements, they do
need high light conditions, yet I have grown them
on the ends of my light bench where they have
flourished and bloomed profusely which again
proves the adaptability of gesneriads. Mine are
grown on mats, but, not unlike the Saintpaulia,
they too prefer to be slightly moist rather than wet.
Fairly high humidity is essential. Soil
requirements are a fairly rich mixture with an
added touch of lime.


For those of you who wish to meet the
challenge you will find a limited amount of P.
nervosa on the sales table at the October Open
House.


****************
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Editor's black               board


I wish to extend my deepest sympathy to
the epidemic of incapacitated wrists that has beset
99% of our members. I am so happy, Monte, that
at least you escaped this calamity -- otherwise
there would be no newsletter.


I am not requesting that you all write
articles, but even little 'tidbits' that you have
experienced or read about would be appreciated.
For instance, Ann Wall kindly wrote me of an
interesting essay she came across at the Civic
Garden Centre regarding the propagation by ants
of Codonanthe crassifolia. She noted the author,
the article and the call number of the book. I hope
to copy it this weekend when I have occasion to
be at the Centre. Thank you, Ann.


The newsletter is a struggle for me every
month and, when it is only 3 weeks between
meetings as it is this time, it is sheer murder. I
cannot draw (I even have difficulty making a
straight line with a ruler); I go through my books
and magazines looking for drawings that I can
possibly utilize for that month's particular themes.
If there were more feedin from our members, it
would certainly lighten the load. I deliver it
downtown to the printers; Monte, bless him,
readies the envelopes, collects the material from
the printers and mails it, not just to our members
but to the editors of other gesneriad newsletters.
They in turn mail copies of their newsletters to
me. Occasionally they write me a personal note
such as the one I recently received from the
Denver Chapter.
Quote "Hi Inez -- Have taken on the Newsletter
for this year. --


Sure enjoyed meeting you in July.
Hope you all had as much fun as we did. 
Mary Jo Pahs". Unquote. 


We certainly did enjoy the July
Convention thanks to such lovely people as Mary
Jo. The Denver Chapter bent over backwards to
ensure that we had a great time.


Our name tags were all individually
embroidered, and copied below (as it appeared in
their September Newsletter) is the one that
seemed to be admired most.


STREPTOCARPUS
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Toronto Gesneriad Society
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President's Message


This month we will be presenting the
nominees for the Executive Officers. We continue
to have difficulty filling these positions and some of
the Officers will be doing a 2nd or 3rd term. If you
would like to help in any capacity, please come
forward and let us know.


Enclosed in your Newsletter is your
'Membership Renewal Form' which membership
becomes due on January 1st. May we urge you to
renew as soon as possible as we would like to
compile a new membership list in the near future.


The Christmas party will be coming up in
December and we are hoping for an excellent
turnout. For those who wish to participate there will
be the usual gift exchange. The goodies of course
will be donated by the members. Bring your most
exciting culinary creation and don't forget to bring
along your spouse or a friend.


Thank you all for making our "Open House"
a huge success. There was an outstanding
exhibition of show plants. The sales table was well
stocked with a great variety of plants and the
donations to the refreshment table were not only
generous but sinfully tempting, mouth-watering and
lip-smacking good.


Financially we did exceedingly well, and
several new members were enrolled. We had a large
outside attendance and, from what I could gather
from the conversations, a great deal of interest was
generated; but what was most heart-warming was
the fact that so many members turned out to help
with the setting up of the Show and to assist with


the various chores. Your help make things so much
easier. Just when I had begun to think that the entire
membership had become inert, you sprang alive and
did an outstanding job. I was completely
overwhelmed and I thank you for your help and
hope the interest will continue to grow.


Best Wishes,


PROGRAMME


Tubers 
and Rhizomes
By Josie Stefaniak


Nov 9 


Xmas Social
Dec 14 


MEETINGS: 
2nd Sunday of each month September to


June incl. 2:00 PM at Civic Garden Centre,
Lawrence & Leslie St., Don Mills, Ont.
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Let us grow ..... 
EPISCIAS
B Monte Watler


If your environment allows, you should, by
all means, try your hand at growing this gesneriad.
Although not notable for its blossoms, its
showiness as a foliage plant is par excellence.
Episcias abound in the Central and South
American rain forests where humidity is high and
temperatures never drop below 60 F.
Consequently in order to successfully grow
Episcias one must be able to furnish them not only
with high temperatures but with the 'very
necessary' high humidity. Episcias are spreading
plants and, in their habitat, they are continually
sending out off-shoots or additional plantlets,
known as stolons, at the end of which a tiny
cluster of leaves will form. As the leaves develop
and their weight increases, the stolon falls to the
ground where it immediately starts a rooting
system. As it continues this process, it spreads
along the ground, hence its growing habit can be
likened to that of the strawberry plant.


Because it grows terrestrially along the
floor of the tropical forests, its growing medium is
mainly leaf mould which is very light, airy and
moist. It also means that, because of the dense
forests, it is always shaded and not exposed to
direct sunlight. Its magnificent foliage, its variety
of colour and the fact that it is a trailing plant has
made the Episcia a superb specimen for the
hanging basket; but it can also be an exquisite
show plant if grown in a controlled form as a
single or multiple plant without the stolons. This
can be accomplished by pinching back the stolons
as soon as they appear. By so doing the growing
energy of the plant is concentrated in the main
plant, thereby producing; healthy foliage.


"Chocolate Soldier", which was introduced
in 1954, took the plant growers by storm and,
once distributed to the commercial circles, the
name became synonymous with Episcia. Like 


Kleenex to tissue and Frigidaire to refrigerator,
the name"Chocolate Soldier"became the trade
name of Episcias. Anyone who has attended at a
plant show can attest to how difficult it is to
convince a viewer that your choice "Cleopatra" or
"Tropical Topaz" is not a "Chocolate Soldier".
Other names have been given to the plant such as
"Flame Violet" which presumably is because the
majority of Episcia blossoms are flame-coloured.
It has also been referred to as the "Peacock Plant";
again a name to which one would have to give
some credit considering the colour and iridescent
nature of its. leaves.


There are variations in the patterns and
colours found in Episcias. They range from solid
greens to reds, maroons, browns, white and silver
and these colours will lighten or darken,
depending on the amount of light which they
receive. Nature has designed the red to protect the
chlorophyll and it is the red which, when it is
spread over the green, produces the coppery
brown colour rather than a true red. The density of
the red increases if the leaves are exposed to high
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light. Among the variety of colours, one will find
a silver streaking which is one of the most
outstanding features of the Episcias, as it is this
which gives it the iridescence. According to
botanists, the silver in the leaves is not
pigmentation; therefore light will not have any
effect in lightening or darkening its colour. The
silver colour is actually air pockets which have
been placed between the over coating and the
under cell pigmentation of the leaf. With the dark
red and green cells as a backing, the air pockets
produce the silvered effect by reflecting the light.


Textures of leaves also differ, some being
fairly flat and uninteresting while others have that
quilted appearance, which is frequently
accentuated by the silver streaks. Many hybrids
have been produced with a variety of colours and
patterns and, while some of the older hybrids are
disappearing, they are being replaced by new
types such as the"Country"series (Blansit). Mike
Kartuz is also well known for his Episcia hybrids
and John Beaulieu, one of our members, has now
ventured into this field and he is offering some
new and interesting varieties. Unfortunately, and
not unlike Saintpaulias, there has been an
immense amount of new cultivars produced and,
although sold under different names, they are
look-alikes.


One of the older types and still a favourite
amount growers is E. "Cleopatra". It closely
resembles "Pink Brocade" and is believed to be
the same hybrid. "Cleopatra" is a sport of E.
"Frosty" and has been around since 1962. The
leaves are quilted and inclined to turn down at the
edges. Crisp leaves and vibrant colours are signs
of a healthy plant. In the middle of the leaf you
will find an Oak leaf design in green, which is
surrounded by white, which in turn is encircled in
pink. Indeed a spectacular plant and a challenge to
grow. It seems to do exceedingly well on mats,
which is no doubt due to the high humidity it
receives. Flowers are a bright red, but their
significance fades beside the outstanding
brilliance of its foliage.


"Tropical Topaz" is one of the few
Episcias with yellow flowers. It has green foliage
and is difficult to bloom, therefore greenhouse
cultivation is recommended. E. "Sun Gold"
produces large ivory blossoms with a yellow
throat and the colour intensifies as it ages. Foliage
is of a dark coppery colour. E. "Star of
Bethlehem" produces two-toned flowers; a pink
star on a yellow background -- an unusual
blossom but not easy to bring into bloom.


Some small or compact plants are E.
"Annette", E. "Moss Brocade", E. "Toy Silver"
and E. "Silver Skies" which is a miniature and
fairly easy to grow.


Growing Tips:


High humidity. Not less than 50% and the higher
the humidity, the healthier will be your Episcias.


Low light conditions are acceptable, but you can
control the intensity of the colour by varying the
lighting.


Fertilizing. Heavy feeders, therefore continuous
feeding is recommended.


Soil. Very light soil placed in a shallow pot is
ideal.


Watering. Keep plants moist


Air circulation is essential.


*********


Page 4







OVER HEARINGS
By the Eavesdropper


AT THE OPEN HOUSE
October 5,1986


A conversation between Fred and Richard:


F. Do you remember the miniature
Sinningia which we discussed at the
Convention?


R. No, I am afraid I do not. 


F. I am sure you were the person to whom
I was talking.


R. I do not think so as I am not great on
miniature Sinningias. As a matter of fact I
do not grow them. 


F. It was you, because I remember you
spoke with
such AUTHORITY.


R. If that's the case, now I am certain I was
not the person.


A conversation between Monte and Aileen:


A. Those darn white flies..


M. Still have problems?


A. Yes; I took my Fuchsias in from the
balcony with the idea of wintering them
over in the house. I enclosed them in
plastic garbage bags, sprayed them with
insecticide and sealed them for a week. At
the end of the week I opened bags and the
white flies flew out in swarms and nearly
smothered me.


An observer standing beside the refreshment
table:


"The members of this Society do much
better with cooking than they do with
growing plants."
Second Observer:
"Gee, this is a better show than some of
the International shows."


Third Observer looking at the crowded sales area:
"I am afraid we will have to reverse the
order of our show at the next event; turn
the entire room into a sales area and
reserve the small corner for our show
plants."


1st Person: "I just bought a beautiful plant
of Columnea 'Scavenger'."
2nd Person: "Dear, I think you mean
'Stavenger'."
1st Person: "No! The label says
'Scavenger', so it must be correct."
(Note: It is important to have the correct
labelling on your plants, especially those
for sale.)


Monte recalling a conversation with a lady
(non-member) which took place some months
ago:
M. "I remember you; you are the lady who is
unable to grow 'Cleopatra'."
L. "You remembered; how marvellous; It is
impossible. I will never buy another one. I think
seven attempts is sufficient... but I do love that
plant."
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If you wish to trade varieties of
gesneriads, contact your editor at
259-1224 and she will list your
'wantings'.


wanted:


Gesneria christii


and


Columnea "Mary Ann"


Contact:


Lucille Goodin
Apt. 1506


65 Forest Manor Rd.
Willowdale, Ont. 


M2J 1M5
Phone 491-6132


S. 'Tinkerbells'


PHOSTROGEN
By Marguerite Favro


Everyone who knows me knows what a
poor showing I make with my plants. I have only
one tiny table light and daylight to work with.


Lately though I have had a lot better luck
with all my plants and I give Phostrogen fertilizer
the credit. The English have used it with great
success, but, until lately, only those who brought
it over could benefit from this almost magic
fertilizer.


I won't tell you how to use it as directions
are on the package. Most garden centres and some
hardware stores carry it now.


Use it on everything (except on soup) and
alternate with your other favourite fertilizers; I
think you will be happily surprised -- I know I
was.


********


While visiting Marguerite Favro not long
ago and eagerly awaiting the supper she was
preparing for me, I noticed the following article
she had clipped from some magazine or paper and
I quote it hereunder for those who dry flowers.


Editor.


"Eva Edmonds of Lindsay writes; The fastest way
to dry flowers for framing or potpourris is to pinch
off the stems, place the flowers between layers of
paper towels and put them in the microwave. Set
to high and leave them for a minute or two. This
has been done with Pansies, Saliva, Phlox,
Geraniums, Petunias, Lavender and Rose petals.
Colours and scents are beautifully preserved."
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DITES-MOI: POURQUOIS?
(Speak to me: Why?)
By Chirita non-sensus


As perceived by Monte Watler


Ever since Prince Charles has publicly
admitted  in an interview on British TV that he
spends some of his spare time in the garden
talking to his plants and that by his Royal
Command his Tomatoes produce bigger and better
fruit, it has become the ‘in thing’ for everyone to
chatter away at their  plants. Although we plants
are often thought of as human beings, in that we
need a great deal of TLC and attention to our
needs, we have not been blessed with a sense of
hearing; therefore, any oral overtures that you may
make to us will only fall on non-auditory material.
We also find it impossible to carry on the
conversation as we have not been granted the gift
of speech. All in all this whole exercise could
become quite boring, not to mention the
frustrations you must encounter when your
queries, commands and accusations are ignored.


What we will respond to is care, good soil, light,
watering, fertilizing and grooming.


If we are not placed in suitable soil we
become very unhappy; unhappy as a human being
who has been placed in an adverse environment.
There is nothing we can do about it but to put on
a sad face, refuse to thrive and oftentimes die.
Light, to us, is very important. Keep in mind that
most of us are from the tropical climes where we
are accustomed to long hours of light. Your
lighting programme should be a controlled
programme and one that allows adequate light for
a fixed period each day. This is best accomplished
by installing a timer in your light garden or by
placing us in an area where we will receive
sufficient light during the day.


As you know, through the process of
photosynthesis, we manufacture certain necessary
foods by breathing out carbon-dioxide and
breathing in oxygen during the dark hours, the
process of which is reversed during the light
hours. If we are subjected to the switching on and
off of lights at unusual intervals we become
confused and, unlike human beings, we are unable
to have therapy; therefore we sulk and become
inert. While on the subject of carbon-dioxide, we
wish to state that this is the only benefit which we
may derive from your incessant chatter. If it is of
top quality we will enjoy it, but more often than
not it is contaminated with nicotine which for us
is definitely a NO NO. "Pas de fumeur
sil-vous-plait". Nicotine may keep the bugs away
but it is not one of our favourite medicines. There
is also a virus referred to as the 'tobacco virus'
which is derived from the handling of tobacco and
which is detrimental to some members of our
family. If you have to talk and wish us to benefit
from your carbon-dioxide, please keep the
nicotine out of our reach.
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Oh, those cold showers and wet feet. Do
you as a human being enjoy them? We do not, but
thanks to you we have to learn to tolerate them.
Some of our hardier family members may survive
but the delicate relatives such as the Saintpaulia
usually succumb to such treatment. We signal you
by dropping our leaves, turning yellow and
looking sad, but eventually we are inundated. Our
cries for restraint are ignored; we, therefore,
become overwhelmed and die.


Food is significant to our well being as we
are alive, growing and developing. It comes in the
form of fertilizer, but we entreat you not to buy
just any product and dump it on us. Our eating
habits are not as gluttonous as those of the human
being and, not unlike yourselves, there are foods
which we like and there are others that are not
good for us; there are some elements to which we
may even be allergic. Study our needs as
individuals and give us the correct formula and in
the prescribed proportions. We are not to be fed
just to satisfy your whim, but at regular intervals
and in measured quantities. We hate being starved
for long periods of time and then being gorged
with rich food. This type of feeding bothers our
digestive system and again we become limp, curl
our leaves, change colour and throw ourselves in
all sorts of contortions to attract your attention.
We are telling you we are in trouble. If only you
would listen instead of being so verbose with your
words of encouragement, happy talk and threats.


Similar to you, we like to have our
surroundings kept clean and tidy. While we are
growing in our natural habitat, Mother Nature
takes care of our fallen leaves by quickly
transforming them into leaf mold which is very
beneficial to our root structure and as a food
source. Once we are brought inside our fallen
leaves and spent blossoms can become a deadly
menace. If left to rot they can produce mildew and
mould fungi which can have dreadful effects on
our health. It spreads rapidly through the
community and, if not arrested in time, can be a
plague of death. If you wish us to remain healthy,
please remove the spent blossoms and leaves or


any other dead plant material that is around.


In our natural abode we are accustomed to
being wafted by balmy breezes and washed by
warm tropical rainfall, but, in the closed areas of
the plant room or in the dungeons of your
basement, we are far removed from these luxuries
and the air we breathe becomes stale and static. It
is a situation that is completely foreign to us but
again we have to adapt ourselves to your
conditions. You could mitigate this unhappy
condition by introducing some sort of air
movement around us. A small fan placed in the
room is sufficient to keep the air circulating. At
the same time avoid giving us direct drafts, as we
are very susceptible to drafts, and the end result
will be bud blasts, browning of leaves and, in
some cases, our demise. Dust our leaves
occasionally as indoor conditions do not allow for
showers.


It is necessary to keep our leaves clean and
free of dust in order for us to breathe properly.
Above all keep us free of any 'guck' that the
manufacturer may suggest for a better shine on
our leaves.


We are not multi-lingual and, since we are
collected from all over the world and distributed
to foreign climes among families of many
different tongues, it is not always easy for us to
learn a new language. May we suggest that,
instead of talking to us in languages we neither
hear nor understand, that you observe us closely
and give ear to the international sign language that
we all speak. If something goes wrong, we will
tell you and if everything goes well, we will
reward you.


This article was inspired after Betty
Tapping and myself had been filmed and
interviewed by Global Television in relation to
"talking to your plants" which had been prompted
by the statement made by Pince Charles.


*************
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President's Message


As the year draws to a close we can look
back and reflect on the times we have spent
together and feel some accomplishment in the fact
that our Society has had another successful year.


A year in which, although with some
struggle, we have been able to bring you interesting
programmes and events. A year in which we have
done outside participation and promotion. Local
groups, such as horticultural societies, have been
requesting various members of our Society to
address their groups on gesneriads. This has
naturally increased the interest and our membership
is gradually increasing. It is obvious that the need to
know more about gesneriads is there as I have had
a deluge of requests for speakers from local groups
as well as radio programmes. These are golden
opportunities to expound the joys of growing
gesneriads and to promote our local Society as well
as A.G.G.S.


I am looking forward to the Xmas social
(you are requested. to bring either a sweet or
savoury, and a gift if you wish to participate in the
exchange). I hope that many of you will find it
possible to attend. It is one of the rare opportunities
when we can circulate and natter freely.


MEETINGS: 
2nd Sunday of each month September to


June incl. 2:00 PM at Civic Garden Centre,
Lawrence & Leslie Sts., Don Mills, Ont.


To those of you whom I will not have the
pleasure of seeing I wish you and your families a
very happy, peaceful and healthy season, and may
the peace, joy, love and excitement that this season
generates continue to be yours through the coming
year.


My gratitude and thanks to all of you who
have made this past year a very good one for this
Society. With your help and support the Society can
and shall continue to grow in the new year.


Have a happy season:
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A beginner's collection
By Monte Watler


Most gesneriad
enthusiasts whom I
know had their first
introduction to the
'gesneriad family'
through the best known
of gesneriads - the
Saintpaulia or African
Violet. Not only is it
the most profuse of the
family but it has been
popular a great deal
longer than many of
the others.


In spite of the fact that it was discovered
long after Streptocarpus rexii and Sinningia
speciosa, it developed in popularity much faster
than either of the other species. The plant was
introduced to North America in the late 1920s and
since that time its popularity has continued to
grow. Why? because it is comparatively easy to
grow and it does provide the grower with a
considerable amount of pleasure. However, there
comes a time when a true enthusiast must take the
plunge and get to know some of the other exciting
members of this plant family.


Due to the complexity of growing many of
these plants and because of the difficulty in
providing them with suitable conditions, it is most
discouraging for a beginner to unknowingly start
out with some of the more difficult species only to
end up with complete failures. With this in mind I
have made a selection of plants that are fairly easy
to grow and bloom and hopefully with success the
grower will be encouraged to expand his collection
to include some of the more challenging species.
The selection is one that should provide the
beginner with a considerable amount of pleasure,
providing your conditions are suitable and that you
give them the care which they require.


The first rule is to read everything you can
find on the culture of the plants. You may have to
make certain adjustments for your particular
environment, but observe your plants, experiment
and apply the conditions that work best for you.


This selection of plants I consider the least
demanding and are those that .I am certain will
give you great enjoyment to grow:


COLUMNEA "Early Bird".
One of the most popular. Easy to propagate.


Needs high light conditions, preferably a well lit
window with a southern exposure, or it may be
grown in a controlled form under lights. Of a
trailing nature, hardy and an excellent bloomer.


SINNINGIA pusilla
A specie and the tiniest of the miniatures.


Prefers to be grown in terrarium condition but can
be grown quite easily in pots provided it is given
high humidity. It will self-seed and, if placed in a
small terrarium, will soon form a carpet of tiny
blue flowers. Performs well in well-lit or low light
areas. Under lights or on window sills. S. "Bright
Eyes" is a hybrid which will also thrive in similar
conditions.


S I N N I N G I A
"Cindy","Laura" "April
Starr" and"April Snow"


All are miniature
Sinningias .  Excel lent
bloomers and should be
grown under lights. Long
fibre sphagnum moss with a
1/4 teaspoon of  dolomite
lime in each pot is an
excellent growing medium
for the tubers. If desired, an
occasional lime drench may
be given.


Codonanthe crassifolia


Columnea gloriosa
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CODONANTHE digna, picta.
Easily propagated from tip cuttings. Can be


trained to be a compact grower by pinching back in
the early stages of its growth. Also does well as a
trailing plant in a well lit southern window. Hardy
and withstands an occasional drying out.


EPISCIA
Many varieties to choose from. High


humidity and high temperatures are essential. The
foliage of these plants will more than compensate
for any lack of bloom. Will thrive under low to
medium light. The miniature "Silver Skies" is a
vigorous grower which will provide you with
silvery miniature foliage as well as an abundance
of bloom.


STREPTOCARPUS "Nymph" series, "Little
Gems","Mighty Mouse". 


They prefer temperatures on the cool side;
therefore they should be grown on the bottom shelf
of the light garden or in a cool window. High light
is necessary for blooming.


SAINTPAULIA
Grow near well-lit windows in filtered light


or in the light garden. Remove suckers. Keep
plants in a well shaped rosette. Avoid
overwatering. Needs regular fertilizing. There is a
tremendous variety from which to choose. Colours
will have to be your personal choice. Avoid
miniatures, trailers and variegates as they are a bit
more demanding. By all means add them to the list
as you become more experienced.


As you master the art of growing these
plants, you may then branch out by adding some of
the Kohlerias, Achimenes, Gloxinias, Nematanthus
or any of the other 2,000 species that you may wish
to choose.


PROGRAMME


Xmas Social


Dec14


Achimenes
By Monte Watler


Jan11
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PEAT and SPHAGNUM
By Monte Watler


Not a comedy or a detective T.V. series, but
two of nature's aids to the indoor as well as the
outdoor gardener. It is impossible to imagine how
any plant grower can operate without these two
essentials; the priority going to the sphagnum
moss. Both are vital in soil mixes that are used for
indoor as well as outdoor and they can be utilized
in a variety of ways. Basically all peat moss is
partially sphagnum moss but sphagnum is not peat. 


Strange but true, as peat moss is partially
decomposed sphagnum which also contains other
properties not contained in the sphagnum. Let us
think of its source; the bogs and marshes where
there is continuous decomposition of all elements
within the marsh area and this compound is known
as peat moss. It can be used for breaking up and
increasing the aeration in heavy clay soil while
greatly improving the drainage. On the other hand
it can help a sandy soil retain its moisture. Not only
can it be used as a soil conditioner, but as a mulch. 


In Holland it is utilized as a source of fuel
and in Scotland for distilling whiskey in order to
give it a distinctive flavour. Before mixing peat in
the garden soil it should be thoroughly dampened.
This can be done by placing it in a pail and by
pouring hot water thereon. Cover it and let it stand
for at least 12- hour. If the large bale is being used,
this can be dampened by adjusting the garden hose
to a slow drip and placing it in the container of
peat moss. Occasional checking will indicate when
it has absorbed enough moisture. For indoor soil
mixes it may be added to the other ingredients in a
dry state but, once it has all been thoroughly
mixed, sufficient hot water should be added to
moisten the mixture.


Sphagnum moss, which is the chief
component of peat moss, may be obtained in 3
grades:


Milled sphagnum, which is a fine grade,
almost powdery and is useful for starting small 


seeds such as those of the miniature Sinningias.


Chopped or shredded, also used for seed
germination.


Long fibre or live sphagnum, which is the
most common of the 3 and the type that is usually
found at the nurseries or plant supply stores. This
grade is as it is gathered from the marshes, dried
and packaged. It has multiple uses for the indoor
gardener and can be used as a growing medium for
miniature Sinningias, speciosa and Achimenes.
They all perform admirably in pure sphagnum
moss. Due to the fact that it is high in acid, it is
suggested that a small amount of dolomite lime be
added, or that an occasional lime drench is
supplied. It is recommended that the coarse type of
dolomite be used in preference to the powdered
form. 


When growing in sphagnum, and
particularly if you are growing on mats, you will
find that the constant moisture will bring the
sphagnum to life. This usually takes place prior to
the tubers or rhizomes having germinated and
before the plant growth has covered the surface of
the moss. Should this take place the growth can be
controlled by snipping it with your scissors. 


Sphagnum is also used as drainage. I place
a small amount in every pot before I fill it with
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soil. First of all it serves as drainage and secondly
it prevents the soil from running through when it is
watered; thirdly it regulates the moisture which
passes through the wick from the mat. 


Growers find it very useful as a liner for 
terrariums. It acts as drainage and it helps to absorb
Any excess buildup of moisture. For propagation
purposes it is unequalled and the long fibre grade
is particularly useful in the propagation of tip
cuttings, leaves and suckers. Streptocarpus leaves
root most easily in the sphagnum if it is dampened
and placed in a propagator or sweater box. Cut the
leaves lengthwise close to the centre fib; discard
the rib, dust the cut side of the leaves with a
rooting hormone and place firmly in the moss. In
a short time you will have numerous plantlets
emerging from the leaves.


Another purpose for which it is used is air
layering. Although this method of propagation is
seldom used with gesneriads, it could be employed
if a particular plant is difficult to propagate.
Although, I have not experimented with this
method, I would imagine that it could prove quite
successful with plants such as Gesneria "Lemon
Drop" and Bellonia aspera which I find rather
difficult to propagate. Air layering is done by
cutting a notch in a stem of the plant. While it is
still affixed to the plant it is dusted with rooting
hormone and wrapped in sphagnum moss. The
sphagnum is covered with a plastic film (food
bags) and sealed at both ends with 'twist-ons', such
as those found in boxes of plastic food bags. The
branch proceeds to send out roots from the notched
area while it is still receiving food from the mother
plant. Once rooted it can be severed from the plant
and potted.


Those of you who are interested in
gathering your own live sphagnum moss may find
it in the marshes of our countryside north of
Toronto. I have been told by Josi Stefaniak, who in
her generous way has just furnished me with a hag
of excellent moss, that it is found in the marshes
adjacent to the bulrushes and is quite easily
recognized. Ensure that you identify it properly


before you start gathering it, otherwise you may
end up with a harvest of sedge or other bog
grasses.


******************


A NOTE FROM MARGUERITE FAVRO


In the November bulletin, I spoke highly of
Phostrogen. I neglected, however, to mention that
using it every watering is inclined to cause very
crisp leaves which are inclined to snap –so, either
hold back on watering with it or use other fertilizer
in between. It is still a wonderful fertilizer.


******************
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